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South Australia 1876                          

Railway Expansion: Significant 

work continued on the Port 

Augusta to Government Gums 

(Farina) line, pushing northward 

to support the pastoral industry. 

Agriculture: Wheat remained 

the primary export; however, the 

colony faced the beginning of 

environmental "dust bowl" 

issues as farmers pushed past 

Goyder's Line. 

Adelaide Oval: Hosted its first 

major cricket matches against 

interstate teams, cementing its 

role as a cultural hub. 

Education Act 1875: 

Implemented in 1876, making 

school attendance compulsory 

for children aged 7ï13 and 

establishing the Council of 

Education. 

Adelaide University: Officially 

commenced its first teaching 

session in March 1876 with 8 

students and 4 professors. 

Foundations of Healthcare: 

The Adelaide Childrenôs 

Hospital was founded in 1876 (it 

would officially open its doors a 

couple of years later). This 

reflected an increasing civic 

focus on public welfare.  

Communication: By 1876, the 

Overland Telegraph Line 

(completed in 1872) had firmly 

established Adelaide as the 

strategic communication hub 

between the Australian colonies 

and London.  

Exports: The economy was 

heavily reliant on "the three 

W's": Wool, Wheat, and Wine, 

alongside significant copper 

mining.   

The Township and Parklands of 

Dublin were Gazetted on April  

13,1876 

The Township of Parham was 

Gazetted on July   27,1876 

The District Council of Dublin on 

the October 30, 1876 

proclaimed that a cemetery 

would be "laid out". 

PORT PARHAM. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir - Will you kindly allow me a 

small space is your valuable 

paper to point out to some of 

our sapient legislators the 

position of the unknown Port 

Parham. I have not known a 

port by that name for more than 

eight or nine months since the 

Government surveyed a town 

ship and sold the land at a good 

price and called it Port Parham 

but I have known a place at the 

very identical spot called Dublin 

Shipping place. I was the first 

person that shipped a bag of 

wheat there in 1870 or 1871, 

paying 2İd. a bushel carriage 

to Port Adelaide. During the first 

year I paid one man alone over 

Ã80 for freight for wheat of my 

own growth. Since that time 

there have been many thousand 

bags shipped from that place by 

myself and neighbours, and 

there will be still more as the 

country becomes opened up. 

One reason for the port not 

being known as a shipping 

place Is that all the wheat was 

entered at Port Wakefield, a 

distance of 20 miles north. If a 

jetty were built, and a tramway 

laid down through Windsor, 

Mallala, and on to Barraba Gap 

and Alma Plains, it would pass 

through one of the finest 

agricultural districts in South 

Australia, and would pay any 

private Company to carry it out* 

I am. Sir, &c., 

GEORGE BAKER. Goodwood, 

November 25,1876. 
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Thank you to the many people who braved Mondayôs warm weather to attend the Australia Day 

breakfast and official ceremony, held inside Mallala Football Clubrooms.  

Mayor Mark Wasley was on hand to congratulate and present this yearôs 

award recipients: 

¶ Citizen of the Year ï Evelyn Dyer 

¶ Young Citizen of the Year ï Maddison OôBrien 

¶ Community Event the Year ï Mallala Institute 140th Celebrations, 

hosted by Mallala Community Arts 

¶ Community Project of the Year ï Two Wells Fence Mural, Two Wells 

Regional Action Team 

We also welcomed 11 new citizens who proudly made their commitment 

pledge in front of family and friends. 

Congratulations to our award recipients and new citizens!  

A big thank you to Mallala and District Lions Club volunteers who rose 

early to cook and serve up a hearty breakfast with refreshments. 

Sourced from Adelaide Plains Council Facebook Page Facebook  

Evelyn Dyer 

Maddison OôBrien 

Mallala Community Arts Two Wells Regional Action Team 

Some of our new citizens with Mayor Mark Wasley 

Australia Day Awards                                     

and Citizenship Ceremony  

https://www.facebook.com/adelaideplainscouncil
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Community Notice Board 

 

Happy St . Patricks Day 

https://rslsa.org.au/anzac-day-2/
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Applications now open for                 

Adelaide Plains Community Grants! 

Our Adelaide Plains Community Grants 

provide financial assistance to community and 

sporting groups within our council region for 

community projects and/or resources to 

support the delivery of services or programs. 

This program aims to encourage and support 

locally based projects or activities that 

positively contribute to our community. 

Funding can be used: 

as initial funding for new projects 

as matching funding with other funding bodiesô 

contributions 

to enhance the volunteer based and ongoing 

revenue raising capacity of community groups/ 

organisations to establish, provide, enhance, 

develop or expand services, programs, 

activities, facilities, resources and equipment 

provided for the community. 

A total of $100,000 is allocated in the 2025/26 

financial year, and applications will remain 

open through to June 2026 or until all funds 

are allocated. 

Grant guidelines 

Our comprehensive guidelines set out the 

application process, and we strongly 

recommend reading the guidelines carefully 

before submitting an application. 

The guidelines include information on: 

¶ Funding level 

¶ Outcomes 

¶ Eligible organisations 

¶ Eligible items 

¶ Funding criteria 

¶ Application process 

¶ Expenditure 

Adelaide Plains Community Grant Guidelines 

2025-26 

Apply for a grant 

You can submit your application form by email 

or post, or deliver it to your nearest Council 

office. 

Email info@apc.sa.gov.au 

Post to PO Box 18, Mallala SA 5502 

Visit your nearest Council office 

Public Forum  
Mallala 

 

June 11, 2026  
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  
Mallala RSL - Mallala 

  
¶ Meet your Council Members, and tell us whatôs 
important to you.  
¶ Drop in to the Mallala RSL and have a chat with your 
local council members.  
¶ Learn about council, ask questions and tell us whatôs 
on your mind.  
¶ These sessions are open to everyone in our 
community ï including the kids!  

https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/

pdf_file/0035/1934891/Communicator-Summer-2026.pdf 

https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/1923787/Adelaide-Plains-Community-Grants-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/1923787/Adelaide-Plains-Community-Grants-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:info@apc.sa.gov.au
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0035/1934891/Communicator-Summer-2026.pdf
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0035/1934891/Communicator-Summer-2026.pdf
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As we head toward the State Election on March 21, I have been reflecting on the thousands of 

conversations I have had since this region elected me four years ago. 

There has been a constant theme of disappointment that sometime bubbles to anger when families 

consider whether they are better or worse off under the State Labor Government. Are bills easier to pay? 

Have costs come down? Can our children save more from their wages? Is it easier to see a doctor?                 

Do we have more time for leisure? Do we feel safe on the roads? Has the Algal Bloom gone?  

If the answer to these questions is still no, then itôs clear that the Government wasnôt focusing on the 

things that matter to everyday South Australians. 

Right now, South Australia is facing soaring state debt, which has grown to nearly $50 billion today.                        

That is $6 million a day on interest alone. 

We have schools begging for air conditioners and parents begging for after school care and yet this level 

of debt is accepted by the Premier as reasonable instead of making his Ministers ease cost of living 

pressures or fix ramping. 

In the past our country has survived the tough times because when households have had to tighten their 

belts, our Government has done the same. Not this time. Inflation is too high and interest rates are going 

in the wrong direction. Again. 

At the same time, families are dealing with the highest cost of living pressures in years. Groceries, 

electricity and rent have all increased significantly, wages arenôt keeping up yet rather than being careful 

with our money the Government has continued to reach deeper into the pockets of hardworking South 

Australians with more fees, taxes and charges. 

That is why the Liberal Party has made an election commitment of capping council rates which will 

provide instant relief to every household in South Australia and give you certainty over your yearly bill. 

Across our electorate ratepayers have raised bill shock with me as some rates have continued to grow at 

an alarming rate, sometimes yearly and well above the rate of inflation. 

We are focused on affordability, better health services and safe communities where we believe that if 

someone breaks bail they should go to jail. 

As Shadow Minister for Regional Health Services, I have announced that we will triple, to $110, the 

accommodation rebate for the Patient Assistance Transport Scheme and expand the eligibility to include 

those who live 50kms away (if they accumulate over 200kms a week) for regular treatment such as for 

cancer and renal dialysis. 

On March 21, South Australians have a real choice: more spending, more debt and 

more pressure on households, or a government focused on strengthening services, 

supporting communities and easing the cost of living. 

As always, if I can be of assistance to you please donôt hesitate to make contact by 

email frome@parliament.sa.gov.au or phone 8842 4304. 
 

Kind regards 

Penny 

mailto:frome@parliament.sa.gov.au
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T  W ô P  

FRIDAY 6th MARCH 2026 

4pm to 8pm MEET & GREET & DISPLAYS  

Dublin Institute and Port Parham Sports and Social Club  
 

SATURDAY 7th MARCH 2026 

WINDSOR 

10:30am - Official Unveiling of Commemorative Town feature  

Displays at Windsor Institute til 2.00 pm  

PARHAM 

Lunch  - Sauage Sizzle  -Thompson Beach Progress Association  

Jinkers and Car Display - Gawler Veteran Vintage and Classic Vehicle Club  

4.30 pm - Official Unveiling of Commemorative Town feature display  

Time Capsule - Mallala Primary School  
 

6:30pm - Windsor Dublin Parham  

150 th Anniversary Dinner with Guest Speakers  

Theme: Past, Present and Future  

(held at the Pt Parham Sports & Social Club)  

 

SUNDAY 8th MARCH 2026 

DUBLIN 

10am - Official Unveiling of Commemorative Town feature - Schlodder Shelter  

Time Capsule  - Mallala Primary School  

11am - Strawberry Fete  - Dublin Oval - Dublin Cricket Club  

3.30pm - Untold Stories of Dublin Cemetery - Dublin Cemetery  

7pm - An Evening at the Institute - Dublin Institute  
 

Historic Displays at all 3 centres  

Anniversary Merchandise  

Self -guided History Walks - Dublin, Parham & Windsor  

Please note events and timings could change 
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Mallala Primary School was honoured to be 

invited to participate in the 150
th
 anniversary 

celebrations of our neighbouring towns Dublin, 

Windsor, and Port Parham. As part of these 

significant community milestones, our students 

contributed to not one, but two time capsules 

that will preserve a snapshot of today for 

future generations. 

Students from Reception through to Year 6 

were engaged in special activities designed to 

reflect life at Mallala Primary in 2026. They 

detailed what a typical school day looks like, 

shared their current favourites from books and 

technology to games and learning spaces and 

wrote authentic descriptions of how they see 

themselves in this moment. 

These contributions are more than just 

memories, they showcase the curiosity and 

creativity alive in our school community. Our 

students demonstrated key skills in 

questioning, reflecting, and inquiry dispositions 

which are vital for 21st century learners. It was 

a fantastic opportunity for students to develop 

their ability to see things from different 

perspectives, appreciate the significance of 

their current experiences, and thoughtfully 

consider the impact of their contributions on 

future generations. 

The time capsules, containing the work of our 

students, will be buried in 2026 and are set to 

be opened in 2076 fifty years from now giving 

those in the future an authentic glimpse into 

school life and student voice from today. 

Mallala Primary School is proud to have 

played a part in such an historic occasion and 

looks forward to seeing how these glimpses of 

2026 inspire those who open the time 

capsules in years to come. 

What an exciting opportunity for our school 

and our students to be part of this rich 

community event. 

Mallala Primary School Contributes to Local 150th Celebrations 

For more information:https://dublinhistorygroup.com.au/150th/events150.htm 

email: 150dublinparhamwindsor@gmail.com 

Facebook : 150th Anniversary Dublin Parham Windsor  

https://dublinhistorygroup.com.au/150th/events150.htm
mailto:150dublinparhamwindsor@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582561646438
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AVON ART & CRAFT GUILD INC 

Wishing all Involved for                                    

150 years Celebration                                                           

all the best for a great weekend. 
 

See our array of craft at                      

low prices at our stall at the 

 STRAWBERRY FETE DUBLIN 

 

Come and say Hello! 

The Dublin History Group, Adelaide Northern 

Districts Family History Group, and the 150
th 

Working Group  are sharing a stall at the 

Dublin Strawberry Fete  

While enjoying the fete, wander over and have 

a chat about the 150
th
 Celebrations, the history 

of the area or your family research, we are 

there to help 

Page 25 for stall form 
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www.cfs.sa.gov.au 

https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/home/
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The Early Years (19th Century) 
 

¶1876: The District Council of Dublin officially 
decides to "lay out" a cemetery on October 30. 

¶1882: Tenders are called on January 30 for 
the formal marking and layout. 

¶1884: On June 23, specific portions are 
designated for the Mormon and Catholic 
communities. 

¶1887: Mr. Carrier is appointed curator. 
Grave digging costs are set at Ã1 for adults 
and 15 shillings for children under 12. 

 
Mid-Century Maintenance 

 

¶1955: The original gates are stolen. Workers 
from the Mallala District Council workshop 
manufacture and install the replacements. 
 

Restoration & Environmental Care 
 

¶1993: The Mallala Greening Group plants 
200 native trees in the surrounding reserve. 

¶1997: Mr. Brian Grocke clears the western 
reserve of dumped car bodies. 

¶1998ï1999: Mr. Bob Thompson leads a 
massive cleanup effort. He begins locating 
and temporarily marking previously unmarked 
graves and planting additional trees. 
 

Modern Upgrades & Recognition 

 

¶ 2000ï2005: Infrastructural improvements 
include a new seat (2000), a Memorial Wall for 
ashes (2003), and the official "DUBLIN 
CEMETERY" sign (2005). 

¶ 2006: A marble plaque is installed in 
memory of Mr. Thompson, listing names of 
those in unrecorded gravesites. 

¶ 2007: Water is connected to the site, 
allowing for the establishment of a formal 
garden. 

¶ 2010ï2013: The Dublin History Group 
begins making permanent plaques for 
unmarked graves.  A Fence and Gate 
Restoration Project in 2011, These two 
projects culminated in a 2013 plaque 
honouring 20 years of volunteer work. 

¶ 2022: The Dublin Cemetery Shelter is 
erected. 

Timeline of the 150 year old Dublin Cemetery 


