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On Monday, April 13, a small contingent of the 

township of Dublin celebrated its 150
th
 

Anniversary with the recovery of a time 

capsule from Dublin Lions Park. Buried 25 

years ago through the Dublin History Group, 

by Mr Ron Ferme. The capsule was officially 

raised by David Paton MP. 

Originally interred in 2001, the capsule 

marked a triple milestone: the Centenary of 

Federation, Dublinôs 125th birthday, and the 

release of the book Memories of Dublin, 

South Australia. 

The full contents of the Dublin Time Capsule 

will be exhibited on May 17 at the Dublin 

Institute as part of the SA History Festival. 

The event is themed  ñ2001ï2026ï2051ò                                        

The Dublin History Group is currently 

collecting new items to be re-interned in June 

for another 25-year cycle and you are 

welcome to contribute and keep the 

connection alive. 

For further details or to contribute items, visit 
the Dublin History Group website.  
www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au  and           . 
https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/dublin-
2001-2026-2051/  

See pages 16 to 19 for more information 
about SA History Festival 

Dublinôs 150th Anniversary: Time Capsule Unearthed 

Legend:2001 

1. Robert Thompson sealing up time capsule while Marcus Strudwicke holds it. 

2. Ron Ferme placing the time capsule in hole 

3. John Meier MP (then member for Goyder) addressing the crowd 

4. Replacement Plaque that sat over the Time Capsule  as  original plaque was stolen 

 2026 

5. Well Done ! David Paton MP  successfully removes Time Capsule from itôs 25 year resting place 

6. Thanks to the traveller, Chris Graham  we have a great group shot  at the unearthing 

7. Bev Jones and Pat Thompson, members of the Dublin History Group who were involved with the burial 25 years 

 ago checking on the contents of the Time Capsule 

8. A sneak peep of what was inside, come on the 17th May to see the full content and add your contribution 

The Printed Version of the Dublin Dispatch 

The Dublin History Group would like to give a 

huge thank you to Penny Pratt for her support 

over the years for our activities and the 

printing of the Dublin Dispatch  in her role as 

the Member for Frome.  We wish her all the 

best in her new endeavours and please donôt 

be a stranger. 

Also a special mention to her staff that 

supported her as she worked tirelessly for the 

electorate. 

 

We congratulate David Paton MP, our new 

Member for Ngadjuri and thank him for his 

involvement in lifting the time capsule and 

many activities in the future. He has  offered 

his support in printing the Dublin Dispatch 

once settled into his new office. 

So this issue will be in black and 

white but a coloured version will be 

available to download from the 

website 

Did you contribute to the DHG 2001                    

Time Capsule please join us and view the 

contents and your  blast from the past 

http://www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au
https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/dublin-2001-2026-2051/
https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/dublin-2001-2026-2051/
https://www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au/page/dublindispatch.htm
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Community Notice Board 

 Welcome to Makayla and Hayden Bruce  
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Public Forum - 
Mallala 

 

June 11, 2026  
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  

     Mallala RSL - Mallala 
  

¶ Meet your Council Members, and tell us whatôs 
important to you.  
¶ Drop in to the Mallala RSL and have a chat with 
your local council members.  
¶ Learn about council, ask questions and tell us 
whatôs on your mind.  
¶ These sessions are open to everyone in our 
community ï including the kids!  

Former Deputy Mayor David Patonôs 

election to state parliament and notice of 

casual vacancy  

Adelaide Plains Councilôs former Deputy 

Mayor, Mr David Paton, was declared the 

Member for Ngadjuri on 21 March 2026. 

As a result of Mr Patonôs successful election to 

state parliament, there is a casual vacancy on 

Council. However, because the vacancy has 

occurred within 12 months of the next 

scheduled periodic local government election, 

a supplementary election will not be held. 

Council thanks Mr David Paton for his 

dedication to Council and look forward to 

working together in the future as Councilôs 

local member. 

Margherita Panella 

Acting Mayor 

Published 17 April 2026 

Alinta Energy is developing a battery 

energy storage system at Reeves Plains. 

Stage 1 is a 250MW battery system, which 

can power up to 300,000 households for 4 

hours! 

Our representatives were invited to the start 

of construction last week, including Acting 

Mayor Margherita Panella. Council was a 

referral body for this project, as this was 

declared a major project by the State 

Government.  

Stage 1 is expected to be operational by 

2028. Learn more:  

www.reevesplainsenergyhub.com.au   

Image 1: Last week's event. 

Image 2: Reeves Plains Energy Hub 

Battery concept image - Alinta Energy 

Facebook  15 April 2026 

Native plant giveaway 2026 

Weôre giving native plant seedlings to 200 households across the region to support and preserve 

our native vegetation and biodiversity ï and help residents establish low maintenance gardens.  

Bookings open 9am Friday 15 May 2026   https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/home/latest-news/native-plant-giveaway-2026 

http://www.reevesplainsenergyhub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/adelaideplainscouncil
https://www.apc.sa.gov.au/home/latest-news/native-plant-giveaway-2026
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SA Country Fire Service  - Dublin Brigade 

Anzac Day 25th April 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Port Parham Sports & Social Club Anzac Day morning Service with  traffic 

control to ensure all are safe, followed by a hearty breakfast. 

A Special Thankyou goes out to Michael & Sarah Trussel for the many years      

service and support the Dublin Brigade has been privileged during their time 

serving the community in the Dublin General Store. 

A thank you to the community for supporting our Brigade at the Strawberry Fete at Dublin 

Cricket Club Oval, good opportunity for our members to hello without being under 

pressure.  Hope all enjoyed our RCR Exercise, will endeavour to improve the Exercise 

next year. 

  Later this year will be celebrating the Stations 60
th 
year serving the community. 

Stay Safe, Drive to the road conditions as the Season is moving towards changing 

conditions.  Have you ensured your Flu is cleaned for those days of warm fires coming. 

www.cfs.sa.gov.au  South Australian Country Fire Service  

Training Monday nights 19:30pm onwards  

Further inquiries -  Mb:  0460 633 022 

Anzac Day Commemoration Fund Grant Recipients 2025 - 26 
 

Mallala RSL Sub-Branch $12,878 Creation of a new memorial in Mallala Memorial Park to 

honour Australians who served in all wars and conflicts, expanding beyond the existing WWI 

town memorial. 

Two Wells Regional Action Team $4,567 Enhancement of Dawn Service at Two Wells by 

purchasing four new speakers and installation of permanent solar garden lights and path lighting 

to improve visibility and ambience during commemorative events. 

http://www.cfs/sa/gov.au
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ANZAC Dawn Service  

   Port Parham Information and photos curtesy of PPSSC   

About 200 people gathered at the Remembrance Flag Pole at Port Parham for the 

2026 

ANZAC Dawn Service. Master of Ceremonies was Alvin Jenkin with the highlight 

being the presence of a Catafalque Party from the Joint Electronic Warfare Operational Support 

Unit (JEWOSU) based at RAAF Edinburgh under the command of Warrant officer Mick Barker. 

Following a rendition of the 23
rd 
Psalm in song, Flying Officer Claudia Mc Cutcheon presented 

the history of Private Frederick Nairn who enlisted in the first world war at the age of 18 and 

sadly died a year later in a POW camp from mortal wounds sustained at Mouquet Farm, 

Pozieres on 21 September 1916 (The Nairn family built and owned the 

ñHouse with the veranda all roundò at 62 The Esplanade, Parham in about 

1905.) 

Wreaths were laid on behalf of the following: 

The Community, the Port Parham Sports and 

Social Club,  the Adelaide Plains Council, Mr 

David Paton MP (Member for Ngadjuri)  and the 

Department of Defence 

The Last Post and Reveille were played by Bugler 

Sergeant Ben Rounsefell. Dublin CFS proudly 

were involved in the ceremony in crowd and 

vehicle control.  

Following the service about 80 people gathered for breakfast at the 

club and donations were sought for the work of Legacy. 

Mallala  

Anzac Day Dawn Service was attended by many people of all ages. 

Thank you all for making the effort. 

The catafalque party was supplied by RAAF 24Sqn and we also had 

support from the Army Cadet Group from Smithfield.  

It was lovely to have the children from Mallala Primary School read 

a poem and place their wreath.       

Representatives from many community groups placed wreaths at 

the Monument. 

Many were interested in checking out the decorated Mack Truck that was 

on display from the Super Truck show at  Mallala Racetrack 

Thank you to the Mallala CFS group for their 

traffic control around the service. 

I would especially like to say thank you to the 

RSL volunteers who helped today to put on the 

service and breakfast. 

Information and photos curtesy of Mallala RSL Facebook 

page (1) Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083337182683
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150 Year Celebrations a Success 

 

On March the 7
th
 and 8

th
 this year the 

communities of Dublin, Parham and Windsor 

celebrated their 150th anniversary with the 

unveiling of town markers to 

commemorate the event 

The markers all had a unique story plasma cut 

into rustic steel telling a story of why the towns 

were developed and what role they played in 

the development of our area. 

They also had a reference to each town on 

either side and sitting atop a symbol of each 

individual towns function 

The symbols were beautifully adjoined to the 

top of the centre sections 

They can be viewed in Dublin 

at Schlodder shelter, Parham 

at the Jinker shed and 

Windsor at the town's medium 

strip. 

Time capsules  made by 

the Mallala Primary School 

were buried beneath the 

monuments at Dublin and 

Parham to be opened in 50 

years time for our 

anticipated 200 years 

celebrations. 

The theme for the 

capsules was how the school 

children perceive the past, 

present and future There was 

certainly some interesting material on how the 

future looks to them. 

There were also a number of other community 

events and celebrations arranged for that long 

weekend  including a dinner at the Parham 

Social Club attended by 120 people. The 

theme at the dinner focused on our past 

history, how things are today and what the 

future will look like. 

Guest speaker at the dinner included historian 

Peter Christopher OAM Mayor Mark Wasley, 

Tony Piccolo MP ,Penny Pratt MP and David 

Paton One Nation Candidate . Light music 

closed out the night 

Further to the dinner the event had a history 

stall at the Dublin Strawberry Fair and 

history information sessions at the Dublin 

institute and the Windsor Institute was open to 

visitors. 

 

Dublin Cemetery was well 

attended with more than 40 

people taking part in 

information tours with 

interactive stories of people 

who  are buried there. They 

even had a veteran hearse 

at the entrance to 

authenticate the experience 

Thanks must go to the 

committee who worked 

tirelessly for almost two 

years to bring the event to 

tour community 

Kym Bailey  
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Photos of the weekend  also see https://www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au/page/dublinin2026.htm 

https://www.dublinhistorygroup.com.au/page/dublinin2026.htm
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Long Plains Red Cross Branch 

Members met on 11
th
 February to discuss 

plans for 2026. A major part of the fundrais-

ing will be the generous donations for Red 

Cross Calling, with other fundraising events 

throughout the year. Every March, Red Cross 

calls out to all Australians to raise money to 

help improve the lives of the most vulnerable 

people in our communities. Red Cross Call-

ing is a major National fundraising campaign 

that has been running for over 70 years. 

Long Plains Branch won the branch group 8 

fundraising for the year 24-25 and the shield 

is proudly displayed in the Long Plains Hall. 

Thank you for your support for the cake and 

biscuit stall at the Dublin Strawberry Fete 8
th
 

March,2026. 

It was with sadness that members joined 

family and friends on 7th April at the Long 

Plains Hall to honour & celebrate the life of 

past member Dianne McEvoy. 

The second meeting of the Branch was held 

on Wednesday 8
th 
April 2026. Planning for 

fundraisers include a street stall in Mallala, a 

musical concert by ñTamarisqueò and ñDress 

for Successò on the afternoon 16
th
 July. 

Watch for details in further notices. If you 

would like to know more about the work of 

Red Cross you can contact :- 

Branch President : 

Christine Young 0418 896 888  

or Secretary Alison Pym 8862 7025. 

Another year has really started and the time is 

just flying by. 

Bingo is held on a Tuesday morning at 10.am 

(with eyes down), we are open from 9.am at 

Port Parham Sports & Social Club. 

If you would like a morning of fun and 

fellowship we invite you to 

come and join us.                  

Morning Tea available. 

Last year we had a few lunches and outings 

and plan to do this again. 

If transport is a problem we can organise and 

arrange pick up locally. 

Any inquiries please contact  

Pat Newell - 0447 371 414 

Dublin & Districts Senior Citizens Club 


